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letters has been used in this book: 



1 


a 


u 


b 




t 




th 


1 C 


# 

1 


c 


h 


t 


kh 




d 


1 * 


dh 


J 


r 


j 


z 


a* 1 


s 


^ i. 


sh 



Unity of the Ummah 



6 





"f I 




d 




' ± 


t * 


" z 


t t 


\ F * 

a , i, u 


1 L 


g h 1 




f ! 


J 


q 1 


*1 


•" ' k 


. J 


I 


f 


m 


0 


n 


} 


u 




h 




ly 



Unity of the Ummah 



7 



^ r~* 

Introduction 

This thesis is actually a paper delivered by Mufti 
Muhammad Shaft' Sahib in Dhul Qa'dah 1385 A.H. 
in Lyllpur, Pakistan. Thereafter it was transcribed 
from cassette and changes were made by the learned 
author. 

The English translation has been done in a book form 
by deleting the aspects related to the delivery of the 
paper and the author's personal comments about his 
inability etc. 

Preface 

Unity of the Ummah is such a clear reality that there 
can be no two opinions expressed in the matter. It is 
completely correct to say that the Ummah is an 
undividable unit but our present condition shows the 
realitv to be different. To provide evidence for this 
unity is a mere philosophy by which our needs 
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cannot be fulfilled. 

Consequently, I decided to discuss the negative 
aspect more than the positive aspect. The negative 
aspect relates to our disunity and division, the causes 
and what the possible cures are. 

It is not concealed from any Muslim that Islam 
invites towards unity and encourages all Muslims, in 
fact the whole of humanity to be one nation, one 
family and one brotherhood. The Qur'an has 
declared all of mankind to be created from one soul 
and all Muslims as brothers. 

During the farewell sermon, Rasulullah S addressed 
the largest gathering of Muslims at the time by 
providing principles of guidance. He emphatically 
stated that there was no distinction between white or 
black, Arab or non-Arab etc. All of mankind were 
created from the same parents. By means of this 
statement, he annihilated the idols of ignorant unity 
based on lineage, tribe, countries, colours or 
languages and made the basis of unity the worship 
of Allah and Din. 

This is the true unity which can unite all of mankind 

h 
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in the east and the west and make them into one 
brotherhood. 

This can be achieved by making an effort. Disunity 
has been brought into the ranks of people by creating 
unity of the period of ignorance based on lineage, 
country, colour and language. The 'enlightened 
minds' of today are again worshipping this unity. 
Such divisions have been caused among the classes 
of people, that no action or effort can efface them. 

The one who is black cannot become white. The 
person who is not a Sayyid or Sheikh cannot become 
a Sayyid or Sheikh by making any kind of effort. 

Islam has invited towards such unity in which all of 
mankind can participate without any difficulty. 
Because this unity is related to one Real Master who 
has no partner and to His obedience, it is 
undoubtedly indivisible. 

This is a belief and an ideology written down in 
books and spoken on the tongues. However, when 
one examines the reality of the situation in real life, 
one finds complete division in which there seems 
very little likelihood of unity being achieved. 
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Islam has made the whole of mankind into one 
brotherhood and gathered them on the obedience of 
one Allah 



"He created you from one soul " (Surah Nisa) 

Those who obeyed Allah M have been likened to a 
wall of lead which is resolute and cannot be 
defeated. 

The same Ummah today is distributed into many 
divisions and sects. Each one has severed its relations 
with the other. There are differences due to political 
parties, different lineages, professions and trades. 
The differences of the poor and rich classes were the 
foundations of dislike. Din and the worship of Allah 
M was the conclusive treatment for making 
foreigners into locals and to remove the 
international, national and language differences. 
Today this has become a means of us disputing and 
quarrelling. This has brought the whole Ummah to 
the brink of disaster. No solution to this problem 
seems to be in sight. 

Every organization and gathering of ours creates 
divisions. This is the illness which has made this 
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Ummah retrogress in spite of having numerical 
superiority. Every nation wants us to be dissolved 
among them. Every nation wants to make incursions 
into every facet of the life of Muslims, from beliefs to 
conduct and from culture and social life to 
commercial dealings and economics. 

The lives of Muslims are being frustrated by 
governments, economics and businesses. On the 
other hand, by means of irreligious deception, their 
beliefs and ideologies are being shaken. The 
principles of their worship are being changed into 
worship of the carnal self by means of new 
education, culture and social upliftment 
programmes. 

Our general masses are being deprived of the 
knowledge of Din due to the 150-year British rule by 
several methods. They are unaware of realities. Now 
they have squandered the wealth of knowledge lying 
in their own homes and have regarded every facet of 
the non-Muslims as a great fortune. This is especially 
so when under the shadow of this education and 
knowledge, the field of uncontrollable carnal desires 
and a life of luxury is exposed. Our Ulama and the 
responsible people have become so entangled in 
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subsidiary differences and unnecessary issues as if 
they are unaware of the incursion on the borders of 
Islam. 

The Causes of the Disease 

Firstly I want to clarify at the outset that differences 
of opinion in ideological issues are neither harmful 
nor is there a need to efface them. They cannot be 
effaced in any case. Differences of opinion do not 
contradict Islamic unity nor are they harmful for 
anyone. Having differences of opinion is a natural 
occurrence from which no group of humans has 
remained free of nor can they remain free of it. 

Only in two situations can there be a completely 
united opinion in any group or work. One is that 
there is no person who can ponder over the matter 
and adopt a position. In such a gathering, one person 
says something and ail the others agree because they 
have no opinion or insight The second situation is 
where the people are treacherous and sell themselves 
out. In spite of knowing that a certain position has 
been adopted and it will be harmful, they do not 
express their difference of opinion merely to please 
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others. 

Where there is intelligence and honesty, it is 
impossible not to have differences in opinion. This 
shows that differences in opinion are created by 
intelligence and honesty. If one has to examine the 
conditions correctly, differences in opinion can never 
be harmful for any nation or group if it remains 
within limits. In fact, it creates many beneficial 
consequences. This is the reason for emphasizing and 
honouring consultation in Islam so that different 
views can come to the fore. The decision can then be 
made with much greater insight. If differences of 
opinion are regarded as blameworthy, the benefit of 
consultation will, as a result, be terminated. 

Differences of Opinion among the 
Sahabah and Tabi’in 

Differences of opinion were already expressed in the 
blessed era of Rasulullah H in administrative matters 
and matters of experience. There were also 
differences of opinion expressed in the era of the 
Khulafa (the four rightly-guided Khaliphs) and the 
general Sahabah in matters besides administration 
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when new situations arose and there was no explicit 
solution mentioned in the Qur'an or hadlth. This 
situation also arose when there was apparent 
contradiction between two verses of the Qur'an or 
between two Ahadlth. They had to resort to 
deducing solutions by pondering over the sources of 
Shari'ah. This difference of opinion was natural due 
to intelligence and honesty. 

There were many differences in this august group of 
people in the minor details of adhan and salah, acts 
of worship performed five times daily in the 
minarets and Musjids. There is no deficiency in their 
mutual discussions regarding these differences. 

The differences of the Sahabah 4* are no hidden fact 
in non-divine texts or vague matters whether they 
deal with halal or haram or whether they are 
permissible or not permissible. 

Subsequently, the students of the Sahabah 4b, the 
Tabi'in, adopted the stance of a certain SahabT 4 & in a 
particular issue while others adopted the stance of 
another SahabT 4*> in the same issue. After them came 
the MujtahidTn and their followers. Throughout this 
blessed era, there was not a single incident where 
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one group called another, transgressors or misguided 
or prohibited others from following a particular 
group. There was no such incident where a person 
would walk into the Musjid and ask the worshippers 
what school of thought the Imam followed with 
regard to Surah Fatihah and raising of the hands etc. 
There was no question of fighting one another due to 
these differences, nor any disputes, abusive 
language, mocking and denigrating anyone in that 
noble era. 

Imam Ibn Abdul Barr Al-QurtubT rahmatullahi 'alaih 
has described in his book, ‘JamV Bay anil Ilm 
WafadlihT, the condition of the predecessors with 
regards to their differences as follows, 

"Yahya Ibn Sa'Td rahmatullahi ' alaih states the people 
of fatwa always continued issuing verdicts. One 
person would issue a fatwa of permissibility while 
another would issue the verdict of non- 
permissibility. However, the one who issued the 
verdict of non-permissibility did not regard his 
adversary as misguided and destroyed nor vice 
versa." 

He has also mentioned in the same book that 
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Usamah Ibn Zaid & asked the jurist of Madinah, 
Qasim Ibn Muhammad rahmatullahi 'alaih, a question 
regarding a mas'alah in which there were differing 
opinions. He replied that from both these opinions, 
whichever one he adopted would be sufficient for 
him because the excellent practical example of the 
Sahabah was existent on both sides. 



A Doubt and its Response 

The people who are unaware of the principles of Din 
and the causes of differences may raise the question, 
"How can one thing be halal and ha ram at the same 
time in Islam?" 

Obviously one has to be correct and the other 
incorrect. In that case, how can one equally respect 
both sides. Honesty is to label something wrong 
which one regards as wrong. 

The response to this objection is that the issue is not 
with regard to general permissibility and non- 
permissibility because according to the text of the 
Qur'an and Hadith, certain things are explicitly 
haram, e.g. interest, wine, gambling, bribery etc. 
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There can be no two opinions in these issues. The 
pious predecessors could also not have had 
differences in these matters. To have any differences 
in these matters is rejecting the clear-cut commands 
of the Ummah and is tantamount to misguidance 
and irreligiousness. If a person creates differences, it 
will be the requirement of iman to announce one's 
dissociation from such a person. It is prohibited to be 
tolerant in such a matter. 

Toleration and respecting the view of others is only 
permissible in those aspects where there is no explicit 
order in the Qur'an and Sunnah or they are 
mentioned but are not clear-cut. Without any 
explanation or clarification, it is not possible to 
practice them. There could possibly be an apparent 
contradiction in two verses or two narrations. In all 
these situations, the mujtahid has to ponder over the 
text of the Qur'an and Sunnah and endeavour to find 
out what the aim of Shari'ah is and what laws can be 
derived from it. 

It . is possible in such a case that one mujtahid may, 
after pondering, according to the principles of ijtihdd 
of the Qur'an, sunnah and practice of the Sahabah 4*,, 
arrive at the conclusion that a certain act is 
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permissible while another mujtahid who uses the 
same principles arrives at the conclusion that the act 
is not permissible. 

Both of them are entitled to reward from Allah $§. No 
one is worthy of censure. The one whose opinion 
was correct is entitled to double reward while the 
one who was incorrect will receive one reward. 

Accordingly/ some scholars are of the opinion that in 
differences of ijtihdd, both conflicting views are 
correct. The reason for this is that Allah M does not 
want any particular action. He is merely testing the 
obedience of His slaves. When both have used the 
strength of their ijtihdd and their mental capacities 
according to the correct conditions, both have 
fulfilled their obligations. Therefore both are correct. 
However, the majority of the Ummah and the 
Mujtahid Imams are of the opinion that in the 
knowledge of Allah one of them is correct. Those 
people who obtain the truth by means of their ijtihdd 
are successful in all respects and entitled to double 
reward. Those who exerted themselves but did not 
reach the truth, are excused. They are not 
blameworthy. They will receive the reward of their 
endeavours. 
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An Important Incident 

We used to hold a jalsah every year in Qadyan. 
Moulana Sayyid Muhammad Anwar Shah Kashmiri 
rahmatulldhi 'ninth used to participate in it. One year 
when he came, I also joined him. One day at the time 
of Fajr, I went to see him and found him sitting in the 
dark, holding his head in grief. I asked him what the 
matter was. He replied that he was feeling fine. He 
only regretted wasting his life. 

I commented, "Hadrat, your entire life has been 
spent in the service of knowledge and in the 
propagation of Din. Thousands of your students are 
Ulama. They are famous and have benefited from 
you. They are all serving Din. If your life has been 
wasted, then whose life has been profitable?" 

Moulana Anwar: 1 am telling you the truth. I have 
wasted my life. 

Mufti Shaft: Hadrat, what is the matter? 

Moulana Anwar: The summary of all our 

endeavours, our life and our lectures was that the 
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Hanafi school of thought is superior to others. We 
searched for the proofs of the masail of Imam Abu 
Hanlfah rahmatullahi 'alaih and proved them to be 
stronger than the other Imams. 

Now I am pondering and wondering in what have I 
wasted my life. Was Imam Abu Hanlfah rahmatullahi 
' alaih in need of our giving preference to him? Did 
we have to do him a favour? The people have 
acknowledged the position which Allah M had given 
him. He is not in need of us. 

What is the result of the preference we are giving 
over Imam ShafiT, Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad 
Ibn Hanbal rahmatullahi 'alaihim and the jurists of 
other schools? It is nothing more than saying that our 
school of thought is correct with the possibility of 
error while other schools of thought are incorrect 
with the possibility of being correct. There is no other 
result besides this in our research. 

On the day of resurrection, we will not be informed 
of the secret of who was correct and who was wrong. 
There can be no decision in masail of ijtihad in the 
world. After all our research, the most we can 
conclude in the world is that this school is correct 
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and that one is also correct. Or we can say that this 
school is correct but there is the possibility that it is 
incorrect and that one is wrong with the possibility 
that it is correct. This is what will happen in the 
world. As for the grave, even the angels Munkar and 
NakJr will not ask whether raising the hands in salah 
is correct or not raising them is correct. Amin uttered 
softly is correct or audibly. There will be no question 
regarding these issues in the life of barzakh 1 as well as 
in the grave. 

These were the words of Hadrat Shah Sahib 
rahmatullahi 'alaih: 

Allah M will neither disgrace Abu Hanlfah, nor 
ShafiT, neither Malik nor Ahmad Ibn Hanbal 
rahmatulldhi ' alaihim . Allah will not disgrace those 

to whom He has given the knowledge of His Din and 
to whom a great portion of His creation has been 
attached. They spread the light of guidance 
everywhere. They spent their lives in spreading the 
light of the Sunnah. He will not make them stand on 
the day of Qiyamah and ask them whether Abu 
Hanlfah rahmatulldhi ' alaih was correct or ShafiT 
rahmatullahi 'alaih was wrong or vice versa. 



! The intermediary stage between this world and the hereafter. 
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